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preferments, and that he is not only first but mh mi-
nister.

But of this boundless usurpation, my lords, what proof
has been laid before you? What beyond loud exagger-
ations, pompous rhetorick, and specious appeals to common
fame; common fame, which, at least, may sometimes orr,
and which, though it may afford sufficient ground for sus-
picion and inquiry, was never yet admitted as conclusive
evidence, where the immediate necessities of the puhlick
did not preclude the common forms of examination, whore
the power of the offender did not make it clangorous to
attack him by a legal prosecution, or where the conduct of
the accusers did not plainly discover that they were more
eager of blood than of justice, and more solicitous to destroy
than to convict.

I hope none of these circumstances, my lords, can at
present obstruct a candid and deliberate inquiry: with
regard to the publick, I am not able to discover any press*
ing exigencies that demand a more compendious method
of proceeding, than the established laws of the land, and
the wisdom of our ancestors have prescribed. 1 know not
any calamity that will be aggravated, nor any danger that
will become more formidable, by suffering this question to
be legally tried.

Nor is there, my lords, in the circumstances of the per-
son accused, any thing that can incite us to a hasty pro-
cess ; for, if what is alleged by the noble lords is not exag-
gerated beyond the truth, if he is universally detested by
the whole nation, and loaded with execrations by the pub*
lick voice; if he is considered as the author of all our
miseries, and the source of all our corruptions; if ho has
ruined our trade, and depressed our power, impoverished
the people, and attempted to enslave them, there is, at
least, no danger of an insurrection in his favour, or any
probability that his party will grow stronger by delays.
For, my lords, to find friends in adversity, and assertors in
distress, is only the prerogative of innocence and virtue.

The gentleman against whom this formidable charge Js
drawn up, is, I think, not suspected of any intention to